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Gubernatorial candidate Bill Janklow express·es his views ondecriminalizationof pot to a 
group of protesters at the State Capital last summer (Springer photo) 

Gubernatorial candidate William 
Janklow is irritated at the press for not 
recogmzmg differences between his 
. views and those of his opponent, Roger 
McKellips. 

"The press isn't competent enough to 
recognize our differences on the issues," 
Janklow said. 

"He's a big spender, I'm not; he 
wanted to spend $22 million more than 
the majority of the legislature did in the 

last t�o years; I'm for a tax limitation 
amendment, he's not; I'm for a repeal of 
sales tax on food, he's not; I'm for 
allowing everyone in the state eligibility 
for membership on the Board of 
Regents, he's not; he's in favor of a 
corporate and personal income tax, I'm 
not." 

J anklow says the Board of Regents' 
Resolution 21 is unfair. Resolution 21 
directs presidents of each state school, 
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press, colleges., pot 

excluding USO Springfield and the 
School of Mines and Technology, to 
phase· out 15 percent of their lower 
priority programs. 

"It was proposed at a board meeting 
and passed," said Janklow. "No 
previous opportunity was given for the 
schools them!selves to come together 
with a proposal or plan to eliminate 
duplication and promote efficiency." 
He said it's also unfair because it doesn't 

- apply to.all seven schools.
Will more students leave South

Dakota for college because of resolution
21? "Definitely," said Janklow. "In
order to secure their major, students will
have to go out of state.''

The candidate is concerned about the
decreasing rate of college graduates in
South Dakota. "Ten years ago 58
percent of all high school graduates went
to college, last year 48 percent." A
factor not to be overlooked is that IO
years ago the United States was at war in
Vietnam. Many went to college to secure
draft deferrments. "South Dakota is the
number one state in the n�tion in
percentage of population that graduates
from high school, and 2rid from the
bottom in the nation on the percentage
that graduates from college," he said._

''The problem is our schools are 
· underutilized. I attribute this to · the

failure of families, schools, and the state
to emphasize the importance of a college
education."

Unlike his opponent, Janklow doesn't
consider the high rate of young people
leaving the state for employment as a
very preventable prqblem. "Surveys
show there are sufficient jobs for college
graduates. People go out of state for
economic reasons. Some people like to
move to the cities where there's more
action."

Janklow's opponent,· Roger
McKellips, would like to see the use of
Marijuana decriminalized but not
legalized. Janklow says-he isn't ready to
support it's decriminalization. "I won't ·
be opposed to it when they come up with
adequate testing to determine if a person
is driving under the influence of
marijuana so we can get them off of the
roads and protect the innocent people.-"

The Republican said the question of
why he wishes to be Governor · is
probably the most difficult .to answer.
"I look forward to the challenge," he
said. "My whole adult life I've worked
with people and for people. I'm willing
to fight for what I believe in, and for
what I represent. r like that."
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M·cKellips expresses concern for education Tabulations show 
how they voted . ' 

With a relaxed manner, Mr. Roger 
McKellips sat forward in an easy chair 
listening intently t0 hear the questions 
asked about his 1978 Democratic vie for 
the Governor of South Dakota. 

McKellips, a banker from Alcester, is 
concerned with the value of higher and 
secondary education. He feels we should 
"promote and increase" the existing 
college facilities. 

"The state wants seven state supported 
schools so that's what we'll give them," he 
said referring to the various attempts which 
have been made to consolidate state 
universities and colleges. 

In regard to minimum competancy tests 
for junior high and high school students, 
designed to show proof of basic skills, the 
Democratic gubernatorial nominee replied, 
"W� must be very -careful with that sort of 

Roger""McKellips talks politics with a Governor reporter. (Mi�e Springer photo) 

testing." He continued, "Maybe we should 
have a testing of teachers by professionals 
rather than so much testing of students." 
He explained this by saying, "Some 
teachers teach their class so the students 
can pass their tests." 

When asked about his stand on the 
decriminalization of marijuana, the silver 
haired Senator from Union County 
answered, "It's not fair to wreck a young 
person's record for one count of possession 
of marijuana." 

McKellips commented that his statement 
made on marijuana at SDSU last weekend 
was, "A direct question for my personal 
opinion." 

Marijuana is not one of the Thmocratic 
nominee's platform issues. "lt was one of 
those things the press got ahold of and 
played it big," he charged. 

As a leader in Alcester, McKellips has 
much contact with South Dakota farmers 
through loans. Then too his community • 
service giving him a varied interest, 
background. 

Named Outstanding Freshman Legislator 
in 1977, the Democrat presented himself 
with an air of natural confidence and 
openness. 

Mr. Roger McKellips and his family of 
14 including wife Wilma, children and 
grandchildren, have proven themselves to 
be a typical South Dakota family. 

Making up the I)emocratic slate along 
with McKellips is his rancher running mate, 
a Senator from Bonesteel in Gregory 
County, Billie Sutton. 

Majority at Riggs 
register Republica_n 

Five hundred and thirty-five Riggs High 
students registered and were eligible to 
vote in Monday's mock election. 

Juniors showed they were the most 
concerned with politics as 85% of the 
class registered. 74% of the seniors 
registered. The sophomores had the 
lowest percentage as· 69% of the class 
registered. In all cases registration was 
above the state and national levels. 

The Republican Party captured 285 
students while 155 registered 
Democratic, which indicates that the· 
school has strong Republican 
convictions. 

RIGGS HIGH SCHOOL_ELECTION 
RESULTS 

U.S. SENATOR 
Don Barnett. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 130 
Larry Pressler ....... _. . . . . . . . . . 305 

U.S. REPRESENTATIVE 
FROM SECOND DISTRICT 
Bob Samuelson ................. 129 
James Abdno_r .................. 310 

GOVERNOR & LT. GOVERNOR 
McKellips-Sutton ............... 234 
Janklow-Hansen ................ 206 

SECRETARY OF STATE 
Saundra Meyer ................. 121 
Alice Kundert. .................. 315 

ATTORNEY GENERAL 
Max Gors ...................... 248 
Mark Meierhenry ........... ; .... 191 

STATE AUDITOR 
Arnie Stenseth ................. 229 
Vern Larson ................... 215 

STATE TREASURER 
Mary Long ... , ................ 118 
David Volk .................... 319 

COMMISSIONER OF SCHOOL AND 
PUBLIC LANDS 
· George Kane ................... I 99 
John Gerken ................... 234 

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSIONER 
Ken Stofferahn ................ 192 
James Melgaard ....... : ... : .. .'. 215 

ST ATE SENATOR -- District 22 
Dietrah Hiatt .................. 171 
Homer Harding ................ 270 

STATE REPRESENTATIVE 
Steve Nelson ................... 142 
Michael Wells ................. I I 1 
Neil Clarke .................... 305 
Benny J. Gross ................. 260 

COUNTY COMMISSIONER 
J>aul Cowan ................ ; .. 229 

Keith Garber .................. 204 
Gladys Curran .............. : .. 105 
Warren Hunsley ............... 245 
Richard Carter. ................ 18 I 
Anthony Klein ................. 243 

SUPREME COURT JUSTICE 
3rd District 

Donald J. Porter ............... 387 
Jon Fosheim. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43 

OAHE CONSERVANCY SUB­
DISTRICT DIRECTOR 

Curtis Johnson ................. 86 
Steve Thorson .................. I 79 
Kenneth Marsh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85 
Ed Niece . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50. 
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They do it for fun 

Story by 

Perry Trautner 

Photos by 

Mike Springer 

A 
!though the day was relatively
cool, sweat still gathered on 
my forehead in the form of 

glistening beads.· The hillside on which 
we stood was steep and the air was still. 
Ahead of me, my dad was moving 
slowly through the thick straw-weed, 
cautiously planning each step. Suddenly, 
a distinct buzzing noise pierced the 
silence in front of him. "I got one " he 
cried as he raised his hoe and began 
chopping at the snake. 

As I came over to assist, I heard a 
slight thudding noise resound off the 
side of my left boot. Looking down, a 
rattler lay coiled in defense preparing to 
strike again. I yanked my foot away and 
fired a burst into its sinister presence, 
killing it on the spot. Only then did I 
realize that I had stepped on the snake. 
My dad stood only a foot or t:wo away, 
still hacking at the first snake. As I 
neared him, I surveyed the area where I 
was about to step. I hesitated. Looking . 
to my right, I saw it. Curled . up like a 
corkscrew a foot and a half behin·d my 
dad!s right foot, a 3 foot 9 inch Prairie 
Rattler was preparing to administer a 
dose of venom lest my dad should move. 
I froze for a second or two, then said, 
"Don't move, Dad. Don't move!" I 
raised my fou_r-ten and pulled the 
trigger. The buckshot scattered the· 
greenish-yellow body into the dirt. My 
legs became weak and I shuddered a bit 
after that. 

On this particular day alone, Ted 
Lautenschlager, my dad and I killed 16 
rattlesnakes, ·the largest number we've 
ever tallied in a single day. It was also 
my most exciting and dangerous snake 
hunting experience to date. ,. 

South Dakota has abundant wildlife 

when it comes to hunting in the fall. But 
probably the least known type of 
wildlife in terms of hunting are the 
rattlesnakes. 

Rattlesnake hunting has probably 
been going on since the first settlers 
came to Dakota Territory. However, it 
wasn't until the-early 1950's that snake 
hunting became organized. During this 
time, Pierre was expanding outward into 
areas where ratt-lesnakes were numerous. 
Problems began developing as 
construction workers came across these 
snake dens. As a matter of fact, Riggs 
High School is sitting on what was once 
a "thriving rattlesnake den." 

In order to eliminate the problem 
created by the snakes, the State 
Department of Agriculture employed 
rattlesnake eradicators. These men went 
out in search of rattlesnake dens and 
then they killed a� many snakes as 
possible. 

Charlie Hyde and his brother Franklin 
became a very important part of this 
procedure since both had been unting 
rattlesnakes for nearly 50 years prior to 

question is, why hunt rattlesnakes? I 
hunt them because of the risk involved 
the challenge, and above all th; 
excitement, many of the same r;asons 
that people hunt deer. It's the same with 
rattlesnakes. 

Sure it's easy to walk up to a 
rnttlesnake and blow it awav with a 
shotgun. But the point is, you don't just 
walk up to a rattler. You have- to 
remember that-you're in their domain, a 
place where no one but the snake 
belongs. 

Although there really is no such thing 
as a rattlesnake hunting season, there is 
a time when it is best to hunt them. Jn· 
September and October when the nights 
start reaching the 30 degree mark, the 
snakes begin moving back toward their 
dens where they'll hibernate during 
winter. Later, if there is a streak of days 
where the temperature reaches into the 
60's or 70's, then the snakes will be 
laying out in the sun near their dens. 

A rattlesnake den is nothing more 
than a large crack or series of cracks in 
the ground where erosion has formed an 

,, 'Don't move, Dad. Do n't move!' I raised my 
four-ten and pulled .the trigger. The buckshot 
scatte�ed the gree,?ish-yellow body into the dirt. 
My legs became weak and I shuddered a bit after 
that. 

the start of the eradication program. 
Mr. Hyde has been hunting snakes for 

nearly 75 years, the last 20 with my 
father. The very first time my dad took 
me, I wanted no part of it. My legs lost 
out over fear most of the time. But as 
Autumn came and went each year, I 
became much more interested in the 
challenge. 

Probably the most frequently asked 

,, 

opening. There are probably hundreds 
of these dens .within the miles and miles 
of prairie surrounding Pierre. It's just a 
matter of finding them. 

There are four dens in the area around 
Pierre where we hunt. The. first den is 
located off Highway 34 east of Pierre.' 
This is called the DeGrey den. There is 
one out on the reservoir above the dam 
called the Robinson den, one 26 miles 
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south of Pierre along the Bad River 
called the Cow Camp Creek den, and 
one located to the southwest on Clayton 
Sonnenschein's land. Out of the 39 
rattlesnakes we've killed tfiis fall, 24· of 
them are from Sonnenschein's den. 
Clayton is quite pleased about this since 
his house is a mere 400 to 500 yards from 
the den itself. 

Tlre Prairie Rattler is of course 
poisonous and deadly if treatment is not 
immediate. The most dangerous and 
difficult.part of hunting them is spotting 
them. Their color blends in so well with 
their habitat that it's often impossible to 
see them unless they move. They won't 
always give you a warning with that 
well-known rattle. 

The rattlesnake acts out of instinct 
and :the hunter must also. After hunting 
them long enough, you seem to develop 
a sixth sense. You can almost sense their 
presence even before' you actually· see 
one. In essence, you have to become a 
rattlesnake to hunt one. 

When a snake is spotted, the other 
members of your hunting party should 

· know about it. After the snake has been
shot, we cut off the rattles for our
collection. It's also wise to make sure the
coast is clear before you bend down to
cut the rattles off. Rattlesnakes can still
inflict a deadly poisonous bite, even
when it's head is severed from the rest of
its body.

Over the past years, my father, my
brother, and I have taken many friends
along with us on such hunts. All of them
agree that it's pretty hairy at first but
that it's a valuable experience. Several
years ago, Mr. Bob Judson, Biology
teacher, went with us on a hunt.
Rattlesnakes were all over. While
standing amidst a large group of dens,
he seemed to tremble slightly as he
mumbled,_ "I don't hunt rattlesnakes, I
just teach about 'em!"
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